
L The decision to extend the U.S. participation in B-H operations beyond the
one-year commitment to OJG was made after the Covering Force had deployed.
The timing of the decision foreclosed some options, because when the force
deployed it was promised a commitment of no more than 179 days. USAREUR
considered six options for the remaining 20 months of the mission. Each option
addressed forces and length of deployment and the comparison of the options
considered the factors listed above.

The USAREUR theater force structure, other current operational
requirements, and evidence that B-H operations required lighter forces further
complicated the analysis. Within the two USAREUR divisions there were only 14
ground maneuver battalions (six mechanized, six armor, two cavalry). During
OJG planning, seven of the battalions had just returned from one year in B-H and
four others were in B-H or would deploy there shortly. Of the remaining three
battalions, one had just returned from a-six-month deployment in Macedonia
part of TF Able Sentry; one was in Macedonia; and one was preparing to
there (figure 5-5).
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Figure 5-5
Ground Maneuver Unit Deployments

As depicted in figure 5-5, unless USAREUR ordered units to a second
lengthy deployment within a year, the command was out of available troops.
Later, in the fall of 1997 when the 1st Armored Division (AD) reassumed
responsibility for command of MND(N) and TF Eagle, repetitive deployments
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